
 

 

MURCI Waters has been a two year 
Environment Agency programme 
focussed on tackling the root causes 
and behaviours that lead to diffuse 
pollution in our urban catchments.  

This review highlights some of the 
programme's achievements. 

 
Birmingham & the Black 
Country 
 
WatersideCare is a partnership between 
Keep Britain Tidy, the Environment 
Agency, the Canal and River Trust and 
Severn Trent Water.       

 
 
 
The project helps community groups adopt 
their local river, canal or stream. Most 
groups start with litter picking and scrub 
bashing to smarten up their local 
environment. Then with help from the 
partners, the groups can begin to 
understand and monitor the quality of their 
watercourse and educate their neighbours 
about the damage caused by 
misconnections and sewer misuse. 
 
There are now 35 WatersideCare groups 
across the Midlands, with the majority 
within the West Midlands conurbation. 
  

EA contact: Sam Todd 

 

www.keepbritaintidy.org/watersidecare/
689 
 
 
   

 
Freshwater Invertebrate 
Network  
 

With EcoRecord, we are 
supporting a growing 
number of community 
groups as they monitor the 
ecological health of their 
local watercourse. 
 

The project provides sampling equipment 
and training so the groups can commence 
their own monitoring regime in areas far 
from WFD monitoring points. By observing 
trends in stream health they can highlight 
and work to prevent sources of pollution. 

 

Contact: Julia Morris  

http://www.yourstream.org.uk/ 
 
 

Babbs Mill, Solihull 
We improved the "smelly" brook as it flows 
out of culvert and into Babbs Mill lake. We 
broke the stream out of its concrete 
channel, reintroduced meanders and 
created a reedbed to help clean the water 
before it flows into the lake. 
 
The project was delivered with Solihull 
Metropolitan Borough Council and the 
friends of Kingfisher Country Park who 
have adopted the reedbed. 

 

Contact:  

Will Groves 
 
http://restoreriv
ers.eu/wiki/ind
ex.php?title=C
ase_study%3A
Babbs_Mill_re
ed_bed 
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Platt Brook, Birmingham 

 
 
The Birmingham Brooks Partnership 
restored a stretch of the channelised Platt 
Brook as it flows through a public park.  
 
A WatersideCare group is now looking 
after the watercourse to ensure that it 
remains an attractive and healthy 
environment for the local community. 
 

Contact: Will Groves 
 
http://restorerivers.eu/wiki/index.php?title=
Case_study%3APlatt_Brook_Restoration 
 

 
Sparkling Waters 
Our Heritage Lottery Fund supported 
partnership with CSV Environment worked 
to highlight the causes of pollution and 
helped people reconnect with their local 
brook through yellow fish drain marking 
and brook clean-ups.  
 
Activities were focussed on the Spark and 
Wash brooks. New WatersideCare groups 
will help secure the legacy of this work.   
 

Contact: Will Groves 
 

           

Coventry  
 

Love your River Coventry 
We are working with Warwickshire Wildlife 
Trust and local communities in 
misconnection hotspots in Coventry. The 
project team is promoting a ten point plan 
to help residents and businesses protect 
their local watercourse. 
 

Contact: Richard Silver 
www.warwickshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/love-
your-river 
 

 

 
Longford Park Reedbed  
We have just completed the restoration of 
a reedbed at Longford Park.  
 
This scheme is the first action from the 
MURCI funded, Coventry Brooks Plan 
which identified measures to re-naturalise 
and deal with sources of pollution along the 
23 watercourses in Coventry.  

 
 

Cleaning Up Car Washes 
We're working with the Car 
Wash Association, Severn 
Trent Water and Coventry 
City Council to educate 
operators of commercial 
car washes and, where 
necessary, take 
enforcement action to 
minimise their impact on 
the water environment. 
 

Contact: Richard Silver 
 
www.connectright.org.uk/local/midlands 
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Cheltenham 
 

Love your Chelt, Cheltenham 

 
We're working with Gloucestershire Wildlife 
Trust and Cheltenham Borough Council to 
highlight the beauty and vulnerability of the 
River Chelt in Cheltenham. 
 
Volunteers are monitoring surface water 
outfalls and working to keep the river clear 
of debris. The project is also highlighting 
the damage caused by sewer misuse with 
Ratty, Toad and Mole from the Wind in the 
Willows teaching local school children 
about the risks of misconnections. 
 

Contact: Kirstie Richardson 
 
www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk/Lov
eyourriver 

 

Stoke 
  
Love your River, Stoke 
Groundwork West Midlands and the 
Environment Agency are working with the 
local community to make a positive splash 
for watercourses in Newcastle-under-
Lyme. 
 
The project team are receiving "Love your 
River" pledges from the local community 
and helping businesses prevent pollution 
through sewer misuse. Brook clean-ups, 
river walks and River Detective fun days 
are connecting members of the community 
to their local watercourses. Finally, 
plumbing students from Stoke on Trent 
College are being trained to look out for 
misconnections – knowledge they are then 
passing on to shoppers at events at local 
DIY stores. 

 

Contact: Matt Lawrence 
 
www.facebook.com/loveyourriverstoke  

Nottingham 
 
Day Brook Rain Gardens 
In partnership with Nottingham City 
Council, Groundwork and Severn Trent 
Water, we constructed a series of rain 
gardens in the Day Brook catchment. 
   
The rain gardens treat and soak away rain 
which falls onto the street, reducing the 
volume of urban run-off reaching sewers 
and the brook. 
 
www.susdrain.org/case-
studies/case_studies/nottingham_green_st
reets_retrofit_rain_garden_project.html 
 

 

 
Day Brook Restoration 
With Groundwork and the local authorities, 
we are finalising the restoration of a 
section of the Day Brook as it flows out of 
culvert. We're reintroducing natural 
features and providing extra space for 
flood water within the channel and 
adjoining park.  
 
http://restorerivers.eu/wiki/index.php?title=
Case_study%3ADay_Brook_Restoration_-
_Gedling 
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Leicester 
 
Shared Waters is a new collaboration with 
Leicester City Council. The project aims to 
raise awareness of and start to celebrate 
the Willow Brook - an overlooked urban 
tributary of the River Soar.  
 
Guided explorations of the brook and its 
culverts are planned, whilst volunteer 
action days are improving the look of the 
manmade channel.  The project is also 
raising awareness of sewer misuse 
amongst community groups and schools 
and a local graffiti crew is taking their 
artwork to the currently uninspiring flood 
walls. 
 
Looking forward, we are working to 
combine this project with a proposed flood 
prevention scheme for the city. We plan to 
use green infrastructure in the Soar 
catchment to reduce flood risk whilst 
improving water quality and biodiversity. 

 

Contact: Dave Newborough 
 
www.leicester.gov.uk/your-council-
services/lc/parks-green-spaces/leicester-
riverside/shared-waters-project/ 

 
Scunthorpe 
 

 
 
In Bottesford, we have supported the work 
of the Friends of the Beck. From humble 
beginnings, the Friends are working with 
partners to reduce flood risk and pollution 
whilst improving the river corridor. 
 
We also supported the charity Living 
Streets as they worked with the Friends 
group to improve access to and along the 
watercourse. This led to a successful bid to 
the Paths for Communities fund which 
helped create a new linear park and path.  

 

 
Bottesford Rain Gardens 
Following the success of the Day Brook 
scheme, we worked with North 
Lincolnshire Council to construct two rain 
gardens. The Friends of the Beck and local 
schools are adopting the gardens and 
using them to highlight the impact of urban 
runoff. 
 

Contact: Jon Atkey 
 
 

Healthy River Code 
 

   

 
To support engagement work across the 
country, we developed the Healthy River 
Code. The icons and associated artwork 
are available at; 
 
http://www.theartdepartment.co.uk/love_yo
ur_river/ 
 

My thanks to colleagues, partners and 
most importantly members of the 
public who have contributed so 
positively to the MURCI Waters 
programme. 

 

John Brewington Programme Manager 

 

john.brewington@environment-
agency.gov.uk 

07801 348981 
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