
Love your River 
Stoke! 



Which one is a brook? 



• A brook is a natural freshwater stream, 
smaller than a river. 

• This is a photograph of a local brook...the 
Fowlea brook is a tributary of the River 
Trent. 

• It flows through the city centre! 

Tributary? 



The River Trent 



The River Trent 
• The River Trent is born in the 

hills of North Staffordshire. 
 

• It is one of the three longest 
rivers in Britain. Can you name 
the other two? 

 
• There are about 35 different 

types of fish living in the 
Trent, the main types being 
roach, chub, dace, bream, carp, 
pike and gudgeon.  



Fowlea Brook Scotia Brook 



St Wilfrid’s Academy 

Scotia Brook 



??? 



Culvert 



•Rivers are home to a 
range of wildlife like 
fish, insects and birds. 

•Oil is poisonous to 
fish, wildlife and 
smothers plants. 



Dragonfly 

Shrimp Blackfly 

Trout 

Caddisfly Stonefly Leech 

Kingfisher Heron 

Mayfly Worms Limpet 

Detritus Algae 



Dragonfly 
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What is the difference between 
these two brooks? 

WATER POLLUTION!!! 

How would you describe the 
differences? 



What is pollution? 

This is a substance that does not belong in an 
environment and can cause harm. 

• The Fowlea Brook and the other brooks that 
connect with it are unhealthy  They have 
very poor quality water, which means that the 
wildlife that live in or around them are 
suffering. 









Quick Facts! 
• 1 litre of oil can contaminate 

1 million litres of drinking 
water! 
 

• The oil from one car engine 
can pollute an area the size 
of two football pitches! 
 

• Many road / surface water 
drains lead direct to rivers – 
pouring waste liquids down 
the drains is the same as 
pouring it straight into the 
river! 

 



How is pollution reaching our 
brooks? 

Can you remember what polluted my drink?  

Lots of little sources 





Street drainage 



House Drainage 



House Drainage 



Which one is a Misconnection? 



How do we use water at home and 
at school? 

• Much of the water we use in our homes and at school 
comes from our rivers. The less water we use, the 
more there is for the animals and plants that live in 
and around fresh water. 



How do we use water at home and 
at school? 

You use about 150 litres of water every day! A lot 
of that is just wasted!  



• What is the only substance found naturally on 
Earth in three forms; liquid, gas and solid? 

 

• A running tap can use six litres of water per 
minute. How much water would be wasted after 
five minutes? 

 

• Having a bath uses an average of 80 litres of 
water, having a shower only uses 35! True or 
false? 
 
 
 

Did you know…? 

I did not know that! 



Healthy River Code 

Rivers are the lifeblood of our country – and we 
all have a part to play in looking after them. 

 
• Pollution, such as litter and contaminated water 

runoff from our streets can make our rivers look 
unsightly and kill fish and plant life. 
 

• Our actions can help reduce the amount of 
pollution. So help look after our rivers and follow 
the Healthy River Code. 





• Think about what you can 
do…how can you save water? Or 
how can you help stop water 
pollution? 
 

• Write this down on a pledge 
post-it. 

 

• Spread the word (again!)  
 

• We can all be more responsible 
with how we use water, helping 
to protect and love our rivers. 
 

How can you help today? 
Make a Pledge!!! 



Agree or Disagree? 

• I already knew about the problems affecting 
Fowlea Brook before Plum’s lessons. 
 

• If you didn’t put your hand up... 
   Now after the lessons, I understand the problems  
   affecting Fowlea Brook. 
 

• Pouring things down the drain will not pollute our 
local brooks. 
 

• I understand the difference between street and 
house drainage and how these cause water 
pollution. 



Agree or Disagree? 

• Water pollution can have positive impacts on our 
local  river. 
 

• Now that I know that the brooks are polluted, I 
will be more responsible and try not to pollute the 
brooks in the future. 

 

• The more water we use, the less there will be in 
the rivers.  
 

• I am going to tell other people about the pollution 
in Fowlea Brook. 



www.facebook.com/loveyourriverstoke 



Thank you for listening and 
please remember… 

Stoke! 


